
Dear President Rowe. 
 
   Over the past several weeks, we have both heard and met with Jeremy Martin and his staff on 
numerous occasions. Every week, on a presentation poorly named “A Shared Path Forward”, 
since the obvious objective is to make sure our Men and the Men of William & Mary Swimming 
and Gymnastics have no path forward, we hear repeated and empty defenses of the decision 
made.  Every week, we hear words without substance backing a process without transparency. 
For our women’s team, this has been educational.  We have never heard so many people in 
positions of leadership say so much without actually saying much of anything with real value. 
Perhaps this, more than anything at William & Mary, has prepared us for the “real world” to 
come. 
   Interim AD Jeremy Martin, new to the world of Division I Athletics, has continually put 
forward the same poor financial analysis, the same inflexible analysis of title IX compliance, and 
the same biased analysis on competitiveness. Over that time period, we have also learned that the 
financial analysis is deeply skewed to distort the true nature of our financial problems.  Problems 
that accrued due to the financial mismanagement of the previous Athletic Director and were 
accomplished under your watch and that of Rector Littel.  We have learned much about the poor 
accounting procedures displayed by William & Mary Athletics, procedures designed to obscure 
the potential theft of restricted monies.  Moreover, during that time, we have learned that Title 
IX was in fact the main driver behind the decision to eliminate men’s track & field. Yet, all 
solutions to solve Title IX in a comprehensive manner posited by Men’s Track, Men’s 
Swimming, and Men’s Gymnastics have been met with the word “no.”  
   For weeks, we have heard both from you and Jeremy that we are looking for “substantive 
solutions.”  However, it is apparent in both intent and action that you expect our four Men’s 
sports to carry the sins of the entire department.  You expect these sports to solve the 
proportionality problem that has existed for years, while making minimal cuts on teams that 
carry over one hundred individuals but add “community.”  What about the established 
community that you are casting aside?  To us, your substantive solution seems to be the removal 
of traditional and successful men’s opportunities to perpetuate Rector Littel’s dream of a smaller 
department that allows greater focus on “revenue” sports.  To us, this goes against the core 
values of William & Mary Athletics which is to provide co-educational opportunities to our 
campus life.  To us, your substantive solution is to eliminate a team that adds to the diversity of 
the campus, a campus that truly struggles to find diversity.  
   We are tired of hearing the same excuses covering the absence of leadership over the last 53 
days.  We believe our financial problems to be solvable as a department or “One Family” as we 
are fond of saying.  We believe our Title IX issues are temporary with a path forward shared by 
ALL twenty-three sports.  This College prides itself on molding students who can develop 
creative solutions to difficult problems.  We expect and demand the same from our President.  
   Therefore, we respectfully refuse Thursday’s “urgent” meeting with Interim AD Jeremy 
Martin.  We request a meeting with yourself, with Rector Littel, with Provost Agouris, along 
with two faculty members of our choosing.  If this is truly urgent, we request this meeting 
happen as soon as possible, not in four days.  Lastly, we request that you bring solutions to the 
problem, not relying on the ostracized programs.  We have taken a tremendous risk over the past 
few days and we expect you to do the same.  
 


